Laparoscopic cholecystectomy: a hundred consecutive cases.
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a new, minimaly invasive technique for removing the gallbladder which has several advantages over the traditional laparotomy cholecystectomy. We reviewed our initial experience with 100 consecutive patients in whom laparoscopic cholecystectomy was attempted. The indications for operation were biliary colic, chronic cholecystitis, acute gallbladder and gallstone pancreatitis. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy was successfully performed in 87 patients. Anaesthesia time was 144 +/- 52 min. There was no mortality while overall morbidity was 14%. One patient had a retained common bile duct stone. Postoperative hospital stay was 4.1 +/- 2.2 days and the mean time to full activity in a random sample of 25 patients was 13.7 +/- 11.7 days. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a safe effective procedure which removes the gallbladder. We suggest that this technique be considered in all patients undergoing cholecystectomy.